F. No. 1-15/2010-EE-4
Government of India
Ministry of Human Resource Development
Department of School Education & Literacy

Room No. 428-A ‘C' Wrng Shastn Bhavan,
New Delhi. dated 23™ November, 2010

Subject: Guidelines under section 35(1) of the Right of Children to Free and
Compulsory Education Act, 2009 regarding procedure for admission
in schools under section 13(1) and section 12(1)(c) of the RTE Act -

regarding.

Section 13(1) of the Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education (RTE}
Act, 2009 provides, inter-alia, that while admitting a child, no school or person shall
subject the child or hisfher parents to any 'screening procedure’ Section 2(o) of the
RTE Act defines the term 'screening procedure’ to mean the ‘method of selection for
admission of a child. in preference over another, other than a random method’. Further,
section 12(1)(c) of the Act provides that unaided schools and specified category schools
shall admit at least 25% of the strength of class |, children belonging to weaker section
and children belonging to disadvantaged group from the neighbourhood and provide
them free and compulsory education till completion of elementary education.  Further,
where the school admits children at pre-primary level, such admissions shall be made at

that level.

2 The Ministry has received representations from several unaided and aided
schools seeking clarification on the procedure to be followed for admission. The
Ministry held a meeting with various stakeholders on the 14™ August, 2010 to elicit their
views for formulating a guideline for admissions, which would be consistent with the
spirit of the RTE Act, specifically with section 13(1) read with section 2(o) of the Act

3. The objective of the provisions of section 13(1) read with section 2(0) is to ensure
that schools adopt an admission procedure which is non-discriminatory, rational and
transparent, and that schools do not subject children and their parents to admission
tests and interviews in order to decide whether they will admit a child or not. Admission
teste and interviews are generally a tool for profiling and elimrating children, and
therefore screening to assess a child's ‘intelligence’ should be prohibited. The RTE Act
i« anchored in the belief that availability of equal educational opportunities to children
belonging to different social and economic background will reinforce the idea of equality
enshrined in our Constitution, and ensure that children are not discnminated on the
basis of social or economic background or any such criteria. There is need for moving
towards composite classrooms with children from diverse backgrounds, rather than
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hampgenous and exciusivist schools. It Is an academically estabfished point thal
heterogenaity in the classioom iegds to greater creativity

4 Keeping these objectves in view, the following guidaﬁnsmismedundar
section 35(1) of the RTE Act, 2008.
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category' schools schools shall follow a system of randam selection out of
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under section 12(1)(c), in respect of unaided schools and specified
category schools, and for all the seats in the aided schools, each school
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of the school on a rational, reasonable and just basis. There
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gualifications.  The policy should be placed by the school in the public
domain, glven wide publicity and explicitly stated in the school prospecius.
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or gutside the categories, and selection would be on a random basis.
Admission should be made strictly on this basis,
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concemead for necessary comphiance,

This issues with the approval of the competant authonty.
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